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CARE , PREVENTION & PREPARATION
MOISTURE CONTENT OF WOOD ) # >" >
AT VARIOUS TEMPERATURES AND RELATIVE HUMIDITY READINGS
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Temperature (°Fahrenheit) 11101 " 1l
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Prior to Installation
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Direct Drainage away from Building
Insulate over heating and un-insulated heat

ducts by using a double layer of 15 Ib or single

layer of 30 Ib asphalt felt paper
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2. TYPE TWO TEST One test per 200 s/f (minimum
2 tests per jobsite) Chip small section of concrete
off floor and apply 3% henolphthalein in alcohol
solution (available at most druggists) in the area.
Red color indicates moisture. ALWAYS chip
concrete as this protects against the possibility
that a concrete sealer was applied. | M P O RTAN
T: Keep Phenolphthalein out of direct sunlight. Ave
rage shelf life of Phenolphthalein is six (6) months.
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3. TYPE THREE TEST CALCIUM CHLORIDE
TEST * One test per 1,000 s/f for 24 hours. Instructions
per Test Kit: The surface where the test patch is to be
placed must be brushed clean to remove any waxes,
surface sealers, dust, dirt, oils or other surface
contaminant’s. At the time the test is conducted, the
temperature of the floor and the surrounding area
should be at least 65 degrees Fahrenheit. Leaving no
gaps, apply the sealant tape completely around the
perimeter of the plastic cover. Remove the lid from the
plastic dish containing the calcium chloride and, being
careful not to spill any of the calcium chloride, place the
dish on the floor (remember to save the tape to reseal
the lid to the cylindrical dish after the test is concluded).
Immediately place the plastic cover over the calcium
chloride dish and press the cover firmly to the floor
making certain that the sealant gives an airtight seal
around the plastic cover.

Leave the test undisturbed for the time prescribed in the
test kit instructions. Note the date and exact time the
test was started on the dish label. At the end of the
prescribed time, remove the cover and reseal the lid to
the dish again being sure that none of the calcium
chloride is spilled. Note the date and exact time the test
was concluded on the label. The test is then sent to a
laboratory and documentation will be returned, (See
manufacturers instructions on Calcium Chloride kits).
Or you can purchase a scale and do the measurements
in house. Calcium Chloride kits are generally available
through your distributor

RESULTS INDICATES

0-3 Ibs dry*

over 3 Ibs moisture barrier required

over 7 Ibs too wet

Debris- Cleanliness
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IN ADDITION TO THESE POINTS PLEASE READ
THE INSTALLATION PROCEDURES FOR THE TYPE
OF INSTALLATION YOU PLAN TO DO OVER THE
RADIANT HEAT
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Plywood on slab

Ensure Concrete testing for moisture, level
specifications, light weight concrete are completed

2. Cover the entire slab with 4-6 mil polyethylene
film, overlapping the edges 4-6" (10 to 15 cm), or
with Sika primer and allowing enough film to
extend under the baseboard on all sides.

3. Verify that the plywood is 10-12% before starting
the installation.

4. Install the plywood after the vapor barrier is in
place. Loosely lay a nailing surface of 3/4" x 4" x
8" (19 mm x 1.22 m x 2.44 m) exterior plywood
panels over the entire area, leaving a 3/4" (19 mm)
space at the wall line and 1/4"-1/2" (6-12 mm)
between panels for expansion .

5. Cut plywood to fit within 1/8" (3 mm) near door
jambs and other obstructions where finish trim will
not be used. Lay plywood diagonally across the
direction of the finished floor to help prevent
cracks along panel edges.

6. Fasten plywood to the slab with power-actuated
fasteners, ensuring that the nails or pins
penetrate the concrete at least %"  securing the
center of the panel first, the edges, using one
fastener per square foot . Fastener should be
driven with slight countersink. To be sure to
“flatten out” the plywood, start at the center of the
panel and work towards the edges,.Ensuring

% 4>"?= "@AB, 4C

> ">D= ?=B4 ©5C! 6
(9 o+ !
Al = =
| =
# = >
! (6 D N
|
7% % %
% B %
% C

8. Ideally a double layer of plywood interlocking
would be used

Please note the vapor barrier system will depend on the
concrete testing results as to which product will be
needed for the application.
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Flooring directly on sleepers

ON SLEEPERS, PLYWOOD IS RECOMMEDED
ESPICALLY FOR OPTIMIZING ALL LENGTHS IN
GRADES, ADDITIONAL RISK OF NOISY FLOOR
AND ADDITIONAL STRESS TO THE WOOD
FLOORING THAT MAY RESULT IN STRESS
CRACKS.

< In aScreeds System (sleepers) use Flat, dry,
preservative-treated 2" x 4" (5 cm x 10 cm)
screeds in random lengths from 18" to 48" (0.5-1.2
m) can also serve as a subfloor.

$  Begin by sweeping the slab clean then apply Sika
Primer (may need to be modified depending on
moisture testing of concrete).
Stagger joints and lap ends at least 4" (10 cm) and
leave a 1/2" (12 mm) space between lapped
edges.
Place them on 12 inch centers unless plywood is
being used which 16 inch centers is acceptable.

% Leave a 2 inch space between ends of space and
base late on the wall to allow for expansion

& Be sure 100% contact between screeds and slab.
Leave a space of 3/4" (19 mm) between ends of
screeds and walls with a continuous run of
screeds at end walls.
‘= = +
? = 9%! =172

+ ? = <

A
Avoid bunching or puncturing the film, especially
between the screeds. Nail the finished flooring to
the screeds through the film.
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BOARD REPLACEMENT

STEP ONE BOARD REPLACEMENT SELECTION
Individual wood flooring boards can be repaired /replaced in
solid, engineered and parquet products without affecting
adjoining boards. Always check the species to insure a
proper match,(i.e. red oak, white oak,etc).Prefinished boards
should be selected

for gloss and color match

STEP TWO REMOVING DAMAGED BOARD

Removing the plank or strip on wood and concrete
subfloors

Make sure you have a replacement board. Set a
circular saw to the depth of the thickness of the board
to be removed.

Make one cut inset 1/2"from groove side running from
end to end on the board to be removed.

Make a second cut inset 1/2" from tongue side running
from end to end on the board to be removed.

Make a third cut across the center of the board at a 30-

45 degree angle from first long cut to second long cut.

With a chisel cut completely through both ends at cut
lines and lift out center of the board. The groove side
piece can now be easily removed.

Carefully remove nails or staples and side tongue
piece. Avoid damage to adjoining boards.

Alternate method on wood and concrete subfloors
Split board down the center and along the grain with
chisel. Pry out pieces. Avoid damaging the adjoining
boards.

Alternate method on wood subfloors only
Drill a series of large holes across center and against
grain of board to be removed. Avoid drilling too far into
subfloor.
Using a sharp chisel cut off the tongue of the board
being replaced. Avoid damaging adjoining boards.
Remove the board and trim the edges of the opening.
Replacing flooring that has been nailed/stapled down
Clean all debris from the area.

STEP THREE BOARD REPLACEMENT

Measure the opening and cut replacement board to
size. Carefully test the new board against the opening
for precise fit.

From the back side of the replacement board, chisel off
or cut lower half of its groove side and end match so
that it will fit over the tongue of the adjoining boards in
the replacement area.

Carefully dry fit the replacement board. Coat tongue
and groove with glue. If available, use a fast setting
epoxy to coat the back of the board to avoid the use of
nails (described below) in the repair.

Insert tongue, then drive it into place, using a wood
block and mallet. If adhesive has not been used to
secure the board (as described above) to the subfloor
drill pilot holes for nails at each end of board and along
sides of long boards. Make holes smaller than the size
of the cement coated nails.

Sink nail heads with a nail set. Use color putty to fill
holes and joints

BOARD REPLACEMENT FOR FLOORING
THAT HAS BEEN GLUED DOWN.

Clean all debris and old adhesive from the work area.
Repair subfloor if necessary. Measure the opening and
cut replacement board to size.

Carefully test the new board against the opening for
precise fit.

From the back side of the replacement board, chisel off
or cut lower half of its groove side and end match so
that it will fit over the tongue of the adjoining board.

Dry fit the replacement board. Coat tongue and groove
with glue. Apply adhesive to the back of the board or to
the subfloor

Use a polyurethane adhesive sparingly to prevent the
unit from rising after replacement is complete. Insert
tongue, and then drive it into place, using a wood block
and mallet. Do not use a PVA (carpenters glue) for this
application.
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